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Minutes 


0)7 



I attach a copy of Washington telegram No 


6727 and a draft reply 


were 


paragrapte 1 


3 of which 


drafted hy Major Mayhew after consulati 
with the Whipfs Office. 


Ihe last sentence of paragraph 5 of the 


draft refers to the draft telegram 


ch I 


understand was submitted to the Prime Minister 


by Sir Orme Sargent yesterday afternoon. If that 


telegram should be despatched before the present 


draft, paragraph 5 will require a small consequential 
amendment. 


The Prime Minister has asked to see our 
draft reply to Washington telegram No.6727. 




I.A.D. Wilson —Youn 

22nd November 
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Lord Inverchapel. D. 9,56 p.m, 20th November 1946, 
No, 67 27. 

SOth November 1946. R. 5.25 a.m. 21st November 1946. 
Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation, New York. 



Majority opinion has been impressed by the Vote 
of Confidence vmich the House of Commons gave to His 
Majesty’s Government. In Conservative quarters the 
revolt by Labour back-benchers against the foreign policy 
of His Majesty's Government has been compared to the 
attack upon United States foreign policy at the time of 
the Wallace episode and it is widely hoped that Monday's 
yote in the House will settle the issue as decisively 
in Britain as the crisis in the United States was 
resolved, 

r 

2. At the same time thoughtful elements, who have 
hitherto assumed that no more than sixty Labour Members 
of Parliament'were critical of His Majesty's Government 
are somewhat shaken by the number of abstentions, 

(N.B, The Associated Press has reported that the 
British Press Association estimates the nuraber of Labour 
Members failing to vote as between 100 and 150). It has 
been noted by some commentators that the arguments of 
the dissident Members of Parliament centered round the 
allegation that Britain was aligning herself too 
closely v/ith the United States, More than one 
coramenxator has suggested that the recent Republican 
victory has swollen the ranks of the dissidents. Whilst, 
excepting on the Left-Wing and by irresponsible 
sensation-mongers such as Drew Pearson, there is little 
disposition to assert that a reversal of Britain's 
foreign policy is impending there is great interest and 
some concern in United ^.tates official quarters at the 
apparent extent of the revolt. It is noteworthy in this 
connexion that, in the course of a conversation on the 
19th November with a senior British naval officer, the 
Chief of United States American Naval Intelligence said 
that he was perturbed at the number of abstentions and 
hoped that this did not foreshadow a more pronounced 
trend in Britain away from a coromon front with the 
United States vis-A-vis the Soviet Union, 

3. The importance of the Chief of Naval 
Intelligence's remarks in private talk should ngt be 
exaggerated. But he holds a key position in the Naval 
Department and exercises an influence in Anglo-American 
naval collaboration disproportionate to his rank. If 
therefore he were to entertain serious doubts of 
Britain's future foreign policy, it would be easy for 
him to place diff iciilties in the way of naval 
collaboration and he would probably do so. The Acting 

Military 


I'llitary Attache has so far been unable to discover any 

comparable sign of such misgivings in United states 
military circles. 

4. In the above-mentioned circumstances, the Naval 
Attache who has been planning in any case to have an 
interview with Admiral Inglis early next week, proposes 
to seek an opportunity to disabuse his mind or any 
fears that he may have as to the extent to which the 
United States can in fact rely upon Great Britain. 

Both for this purpose and to enable members of my staff 
to ensure that the Americans with whom they are in 
touch see these developments at home in proper 
perspective, I would appreciate such further guidance 
as you can give me, especially as regards the true 
number and significance of the abstentions from the 
division in the House of Commons on the 18th November. 
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The Prime Minister has' seen 


Lord Inverchapel*s telegram Number 


6727 of the 20th November, and wishes 


to see the proposed reply in draft. 


Would you please arrange accordingly? 



J.P.E.C. Henniker, Esq., M.C., 
Foreign Office. 





Registry 



Draft, 

Mr. Wilson-Young. 
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Later calculations show that the number of 
deliberate abstentions has been exaggerated. 

It was not more than 80 and may have been less 
than 70. The amendment had 57 signatories, 
including a very high proportion of thre- youngo«^ 
and-flfie&t* iiexperienced "intellectual” M.Ps. 


It was skill^fully worded and undoubtedly brought 


fvW 




in several M.Ps. who did not^realise j 



Hk 


significance, of 






^ ' 


The original sponsors of the amendment 
deliberately excluded c. .^V4«, and fellow 
travellers, who signed later. Critics generally 


were ansious not to align themselves with 


current Moscow-inspired attacks on the Government 


Crossman’s strictures on Communism and the 



British diplomatic and 




propaganda offensive^ though ftlg ft iy unpalatable 
to a very small section of the party, undoubtedly 

reflect^ the views of a^ ever-growing majority 

* 

of Labour M.P.S. Perhaps for this very reason. 


some of them feel that they must 
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and the 


outcome is a demand for a doctrinaire Socialist 


c« 




foreign policy^ e ompl e t e with outspoken criticism 
of the U.S.A. 


Critics will apparently not try to form avt 
opposition group4J; and it is indeed impossible 

critic^ such as Foot and Cross¬ 
man to cohere with Zilliacus, Platts-Mills 
and others of the extreme left. The two 
wings are already publicly ^ attacking each 
other. The majority feeling in the party, es¬ 
pecially among Trade Union MPs. shows consider¬ 
able resentment against the critics. 



Rotherhithe and North Paddington by#-olection 


successee a- r e oonoldor e d — t o- o how that the policy 
of H.M.G. receives overwhelming support from 
public opinion. 
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Your telegram Wo. 672? Z of the 20th Novem' 
significance of developments in connection with 


Mr. Crossman s critical amendment 

Later calculations show that 1 


number of 


deliberate abstentions has been exaggerated. 

It was not more than 80 and may have been less 


than 70. 


The amendment had 57 signatories. 


including a very high proportion of young and 


inexperienced ’’intellectual" M.P.s. 


It was 


skilfully worded and undoubtedly brought in 


several M.P.s who did not fully realise the 
significance of what they were doing. 
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The original sponsors of the amendment 
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U.N.ij^ept. )fipst. 


Mr.Heppel 


deliberately excluded cryptoes and felxow- 
travellers, who signed later. Critics generally 
were anxious not to align themselves with current 
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Moscow—inspired attacks on the Government. 
Orossman*s strictures on Communism and the anti 


British diplomatic and propaganda offensive of 
the Soviet Union, though unpalatable to a very 
small section of the party, undoubtedly reflect 
the views of an ever-growing majority of Labour 


M.P.s. ±"erhaps for this very reason, some of 
tt-em feel that they must emphasise their Left- 
wing position, and the outcome is a demand for 


a doctrinaire Socialist foreign policy 




With outspoken criticism of the U.S.A 

3./ 
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3. Critics will apparently not try to form an opposition 
group; and it is indeed impossible for critics 

such as Foot and Grossman to cohere with Zilliacui, 
Platts-Miills and others of the extreme left. 

The two wings are already publicly attacking 
each other. The majority feeling in the party, 
especially among Trade Union M.P.s,^ shows 
considerable resentment against the critics, 

Rotherhithe and North Paddington by-election 
successes confirm that the policy of H.M,G. 

receives ^overwhelming support from public 
opinion, 

4* I hoJ)e that foregoing paragraphs will 
enable you and members of your staff to put 
these political developments into proper perspec-j 
tive. You may also think it advisable to 
inform consular posts as well as B,I,S, 
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While your Naval Attache will no doubt 


find 






valuable as back 




ground his forthcoming interview 

with Admiral Inglis.I think it would be preferab 


f—or him not to 


i 


on a discussion^of 


general political questions including the degree 


of reliability of this country 


In matters 


of 


co-operation. 


The Navy 
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Department will 
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b^tHe" repl^which we arey^^askjmm you 
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to 


return to the U,S. Government s suggestion 


for the continuation of the wartime ari*angements 
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that the Prime Minister has seen his minute 


(PM/46/204) of the 22nd November and approves the 
dispatch of the draft telegram in reply to ^ 

* . . V . ' 

V/ashington telegram No. 6727-oT^Xhe 20th November 
about the United States reaction to the division on 


Mr. Grossman*s critical amendment, sub,iect to the 
addition of the following sentence at the end of 
the first paragraph. ”It is significant that there 
were a number of Jewish members among the abstainers 
this was due, no doubt, to their anxiety about 
Palestine. ” 


Yours sincerely. 




J.P.E,0. Henniker, Esq., M.C., 
Foreign Office. 




Lord 
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sigHtfloanoe of devolopmaato In 






connection with Mr. Oroseman'a oritloal 
ainendmoat^^* 
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emphaslae their Left-wing position, and the 
outcome is a demand for a doctrinaire'boclalls^ 
foreign policy, combined with outspoken 
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Later calculations show that the number of delib* 
erate abstentions has been exaggerated. It was not 
■ore than 60 and aay have been xess than 70, Ihe 
amendment had 57 signatories, including a very hi^^ 

proportion of young and inexperienced "^intellectual** 
M.P,s. It was skilfully worded and un^ubtedly brought 
in several lUP^s udio did not fully realise the signifi¬ 
cance of what they were doing. It Is significant that 
there were a number of Jewish members among the ab¬ 
stainers; this was due, no doubt, to their anxiety about 
Palestine, 
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^ two w^gs are already publicly attaogn^ each other. 
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he party, 
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tics. Rotherhithe and North Paddington by 
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suoDort 
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support from public opinion 
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and members of your staff to put these political 
developments into proper perspective. You may also 
think it advisable to inform consular posts as will as 

B.I.S. 
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6* While your Naval Attach^ will no doubt find this 

material valuable as background for his forthcoming 

interview with Admiral Inglis, I think it would be 
referable for him not to go outside Ms beat by e»- 
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Dascri'bes United States Ooniii.unist 

dissatisfaction with President Trumanr _ 

to implement his protestations against British 
Policy in ialestine, and outlines Communist 
Party views on this question. 
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s failure 
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New York* 



26 th November 1946 



few lines# 


Now that the Ball is over, here goes for a further 


The Elections are at last over, with the results 
that are already known to you* It was interesting and almost pathetic 
to note the efforts of the Communists to rally their Jewish followers 
to the Democratic banner in the face of the Zionist organisations* 
hostility towards the Truman administration for "betraying the 
Zionist cause"# While the Communists had to admit that the Truman 
polic^^ on Palestine had throu^out been treacherous and reprehensible, 
to lend support to the Republican forces of reaction was even m&re 
damnable* 


The failure of Truman to Implement his protestations 
against British policy in Palestine, is, say the Communists, just a 
part of the Administration’s policy to achieve Anglo-Saxon political, 
economic, cultural and social domination of the World# The promises 
made by Truman were nothing but a vote-catching manoeuvre to win 
political support from the Jewish electorate* 

Although Truman pretends to favour the programme 
of the Jewish Agency in Palestine, this, say the Communists,merely 
aggravates the crisis instead of solving it, idiile Attlee's rejection 
of Truman's proposals only sharpens their respective imperialist 
rivalries* 


But greatly as the Democrats have erred in 
Communist eyes, the Republicans are completely beyond the pale# Their 
differences with the Democrats are sla^ly based on the fact that 
the latter are not imperialist enough# 

For the res’^^the ComBiunist party line in so far 
as Palestine is concerned, consists in clamouring for the abrogation 


w 
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F.B.A, Rundall - 2 


of the British Mandate and the transfer of Palestine to the 
United Nations, therely assuring a voice for Russia In the 
future control of that country, not to mention that little 
toe-hold with idilch they would hope to climb ultimately Into 
a p^ace of control* 

In lighter vein, the following might amuse 
you# The chief Interpreter for Russian Into English with the 
U#N# (he Is an En^lshman) told me the other day that he had 
recently been given the credentials of the Ukranlan delegation 
to translate Into Encp.lsh# They were written In Ukranlan, which 
Is, as you know, reasonably similar to Russian# friend, 
therefore, had little difficulty In rendering the credentials 
Into Ehgllsh, but found himself In doubt regarding one single 
word# He therefore rang up the Ukranlan Consulate In New York, 
and asked them If they could give him the meaning of It# To 
his amusement, the reply came back that there was not a single 
person In the Ukranlan Consulate who spoke, or knew anything 
about Ukranlan# Th^ were all Russians I 
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Thank you 


much for your letter of 


November 26th, which is most interesting. 


Your 


hums seem to be hav 


a bad time and from the 


preliminary account are going to find it more 


than usually difficult to laugh off Budenz. 


Northern Department are very interested in 


your story about the Ukrainian Consulate in New 


York. 


They would like to know when it was 


established and also whether the Americans have 


asked, or are going to ask, for a post in the 


UkraiqIMn return. 


As you know, any news of 


official Russian or ‘‘stQcge" 


offices 


being 


opened is always welcome. 
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(A.N. 3740/15/U5) 




Thank you yery much for youi- letter of Kovemher 
26th, which is most interesting. Your chums 
seem to be having a bad time and from the 

preliminary account are going to find it more than 
usually difficult to laugh off Budenz, 


Northern department are very interested in 
your story about the Ulcrainian Consulate in New York 
They would like to know when it was established and 
^ilso whether the (Americans have asked^ or are going 
to ask, for a post in the Ukraine in return. As 
you know, any news of official Russian or ’’stooge" 
offices being opened is' always welcome# 



-Oi.B.k. , 



Sinclair, Nsq. , 

New York. 


